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a woman; for he is much less able to supply himself with domestick comforts. You will recollect my saying to some ladies the other day, that I had often wondered why young women should marry, as they have so much more freedom, and so much more attention paid to them while unmarried, than when married. I indeed did not mention the strong reason for their marrying — the mechanical reason.' Bos-WELL. ' Why that is a strong one. But does not imagina-tion make it much more important than it is in reality? Is it not, to a certain degree, a delusion in us as well as in women?' JOHNSON. 'Why yes, Sir; but it is a delusion that is always beginning again/ BOSWELL.. 'I don't know but there is upon the whole more misery than happiness produced by that passion.' JOHNSON. 'I don't think so, Sir.'
' Never speak of a man in his own presence. It is always indelicate, and may be offensive.'
'Questioning is not the mode of conversation among gentlemen1. It is assuming a superiority, and it is par-ticularly wrong to question a man concerning himself. There may be parts of his former life which he may not wish to be made known to other persons, or even brought to his own recollection.'
'A man should be careful never to tell tales of himself to his own disadvantage. People may be amused and laugh at the time, but they will be remembered, and brought out against him upon some subsequent occasion.'
' Much may be done if a man puts his whole mind to a particular object. By doing so, Norton2 has made himself the great lawyer that he is allowed to be.'
1  Mr. Hoole wrote of Johnson's last days:—' Being asked unnecessary and frivolous questions, he said he often thought of Macbeth [act iii. sc. 4]—" Question enrages him." '    Croker's Boswell, p. 843.   See post, iii. 66, 304.
2  Sir Fletcher Norton, afterwards Speaker of the House of Commons, and in 1782 created Baron Grantley.   MALONE.    For Norton's ignorance, see ante, ii. 105.   Walpole (Letters, iv. 124) described him as 'a tough enemy; I don't mean in parts or argument, but one that
I mentioned
